certainly is not the case with Holland or other countries where the hospital system is well organised. At the same time it is only fair to say that, at the time when under the influence of the social legislation in Germany important modifications of the hospital population were effected in that country, a somewhat similar though by no means so conspicuous nor yet so powerful elevation of the social condition of the hospital population took place in this country (Holland) . In other words, the hospital has become more popular with the public, and this popularity is likely to be considerably increased in the event of the universal introduction of compulsory insurance against disease.
In order to grasp the significance of the subject and to judge of the importance of the influence exercised by insurance systems upon the development of hospitals generally it is necessary to pay some attention to 
